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BUNIONS O FLAT FEET 
CRAMPING PAINFUL 

ANKLES O HAMMERTOES 
0 BURNING NERVE 

ENDINGS O PAIN IN THE 
BALLS OF YOUR FEET 

LEATHER SOLES provide. So 
thin and lightweight you can wear 
them in all shoes. 

30 DAY NO-RISK 
OFFER 

Try LUXIS LEATHER INSOLES 
for 30 days. If you are not 
JOO% satisfied, simply return them 

for a prompt, 
no questions 
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New Year's Greetings Over': the Hot Line 
• -top-level security 

oode '"Eyes Only­
The President." An 
aooompanying fax 
will show an image 
of tbs Kremlin. 

The hot line was 
established in 
August 1963 by 
President Kennedy 
and Premier Nikita 
Khrushchev. The 
campaign for a 
private line between 

Yeltsin and Clinton at 1994 meeting: If the pair use the White House 
their private line today, they may get a busy signaJ and the Kremlin had 

New Year's greetings will been begun in 1960 by the late 
be exchanged today over Jess Gorkin, then PARADE's 
the world's most exclusive editor. In the uncertain climate 

telecommunications link-the of the Cold War, Americans 
hot line between Moscow and feared that a nuclear war might 
Washington, D.C. A relic of the be precipitated, in JFK's words, 
Cold War, the "MOLINK" (its "at any moment by accident, 
Pentagon code name) still exists miscalculation or madne~." 
for the sole use of Bill Clinton Today the hot line is rarely 
and Boris Yeltsin on most days. used. George Bush was the 
Each Jan. 1 , however, the two first U.S. President to replace it 
teams that maintain the hot line with friendly phone calls (to 
use it to exchange greetings. Russian President Gorbachev), 

To send its "Happy New Year'' and Clinton and Yeltsin speak 
message, the U.S. team won't use regularly by phone these days. 
a red phone on the President's The old hot line has been 
desk, as myth has it, but rather supplemented by a defensive 
a Teletype machine, a fax and "partnership line," which runs 
computers at the Pentagon- , through commercial phone 
linked to the Kremlin in Moscow circuits, with scramblers for 
via two satellite systems and an secure conversations. In a crisis, 
undersea cable. In return, the the Secretary of Defense can 
Russian New Year's greeting, reach his Kremlin counterpart 
C HOBblM re.QOM (pronounced in seconds. And. of course, a 
Es Novyim Godem), will emerge computer links the Presidept 
from the Teletype, bearing the and our allies around the world. 

Pr,_ayer: i~ Sc~.~~~~~~'!J!~~~~~~~spond 

Nearly40,000,~ade1'9: _ _._,;\.::-';_ ~_thleti~ .even .. t, 64.8% said . 
dialed a 900 number t.o -::: . ~es-," while 30.3% said "no." 
respond t.o questions i.J:( ~·;,· E'imilli,"'as1red'. ·if 01,1r national 

our Nov. 27 "Fresh Voices' .. ;_:Xf~IeadE_ll'S_~~~"]etting good . 
cover story on I?rayer in public -:~·.·.mo~l • '£"!:f Irivl~s" _for young 
schools. Asked if'prayers , .. ·· people,. only 'Z.~% said "yes," 
should be spoken aloud daily in. '"':iwbile _,i"~l!,oppil:tg 84. 7% said-, 
the schools, 48.8% said ''yes,--<:/~~-"LocaIIeaders fared a bit · 
while 46.5% said "no." More • \ .. _g;·pett;er:~·:~~ "yes" votes from 
respondents (65 .6%) would -~~\~{.23.7~ ~<!;no"from 69.3% .. 
permit a moment of silence. •• :(~ :·•. • The largest voting bloo was 

Asked if a coach should be • ••• ~ged 36 .t.o 50 . Some callers 
allowed to conduct a team "didn't answer every ~ tt;IIJ BURY 
r,.,..,...,.,__ ho+-r,re a f'"'hHc.ciohO<'l so tot.ala rlon't equa1 100% 111 
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2 . June 5, 7:47 am . 

4. June 5 , 8:15 am. 
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June 6, 5:34 am. 

June 6 , 10 :0 3 am. 

J-L:.ne 6 , 6: 07 pm. 

June 6 , 7: 4 5 pm. 

June 7 , 8 :18 am. 

June 7, 11:00 am. 
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June 8, 11:00 am. 

J une 8, 11: 35 pm. 

J une 8, 12:20 pm. 

J une 8, 3: 3 6 pm. 

Jun e 10 , 8: 48 am. 

J une 10 , 9:30 am. 

J une 10 , 9 :44 am. 

June 10 , 10:50 am. 

June 10 , 11:31 am. 

J une 10, 11:54 am. 
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Johnson 
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on Ho s tilit ies 

Acti 0ns to End Ho s tilities 

Call for Cease-Fire and W~t hdraw a l 

UN Negotiations - UAR Charges 

Neg otiations at UN 

Ce ase-Fire Resol uti on Agreed 

Cease-Fire Ignored 

Status of Cease-Fire 

Status of Cease-Fire 

USS Liberty 

Cease -Fire Actions 

USS Liberty 

USS Liberty 

Israel Continues Fighting 

Assurances from Israel 

Fighting Continuing 

Status of Ceasefire 

Next Steps 

Military Action Ending 
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M0SCOW'S STIL~ 
HOLDING ., 

Twenty-five Years on the Hot Line 

By Webster Stone 

NSfDE A WINDOWLESS ROOM 
1n the heart of the Pentagon, a set 
o! antiquated encryption/decryp­
tion machines suddenly stan to 
percolate. Tbe whir prompts a 
gray-haired Army colonel to 
glance up at three oversize digital 
clocks labeled "ZULU" (Green­
wich mean time), and, in Russian, 

"WASHINGTON" and "MOSCOW." It's 
10:57 A.M~ Eastern Standard Time. 
"'lbat's Ivan's 'call-up' coming In just 
before the hour," says Col. Donald L 
Siebenaler. The hot line - Washington's 
24-hour elec~nic link to Moscow - is 
being tested, as it bas been every hour 
of every day since it was inaugurated 25 
years ago. 

An Army sergeant quickly punches in 

Webster Stone is currently in the Middle 
East writing a political thriller. 

a prescribed combination of \eystrokes 
authentlca "g that WashlngtJ;; is ready 
to receive the test message. Seconds 
pass. The computer's cursor Idly bllnka. 
Then, on Moscow's command, the tele- . 
printer cllckety-clacks out the automati- ;,''.; j 
cally decoded message In Cyrillic char- 'i] .:.~\ 
acters. "It's about hunters and wolves," :· .. ,:1'.; 
remarks Colonel Siebenaler, an lntellf- ~.'·1: 
gence otllcer fluent In Russian. • )-Y,~f 

Contrary to popular belief, the hot line, ·: .": 
formally known to the Americans as th~ .,};'• 
Washington-Moscow Direct Communi- ,:~;•;t, 
cations Link (the Russians reverse the -:•.~·· )· 
capitals' names), is not a red telephone :,.'~/ 
atop the President's Oval omce desk..I~'.;,'fJ.'.~ 
is, rather two separate systems • one ::ff', 
teletype, o~e facsimile, at the Pentagon's :·;_?;i 
National Military Command Center, 1n; ~;?t 
what might be mistaken for the com,;;~;~1 
puter room of an affluent high scboo~0·-:,_::~"::· 
The difference is that here. incoming· ,, • !', 
messages always·carry the highest se-:-· /.?;. 
curity classification: "Eyes Only ~ The_ '('_'.i'.( 
PresidenL" The Moscow ope.ration, • . . V: -· .... •.>1t 

.. ·,;-\~:~ 
·,·_. \};J= 
. .-2:;~•·.': 

~1'.)1~ 
·:~;,~~i 
~<:: .. ~-~;. 

\;*· 
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to uggestan 
ter, such as an accl­

r strike. tbe MO. 
would call the 

Room duty o!llcer 
t • the main element.s 

·him for prompt relaying to 
President; this Is quickly 

up by a metlculously 
lated message. When 
from the White House, 

. President can be quickly 
tched" Into MOU NK 

rough special equipment 
at · accompanies him at all 

es. 

T HE EXACT • NUM-
. ber of times the hot 
• . line has been used Is 

pear lhll l l.s r11 JI troops 
mlghl 11dv11n on mascus 
J hnson ssur K Y11ln h ' 

as p In th lsra lls tor a 
C II • an th J " Us dJd 
s top short of the Syrian e11 p -

lal. r 1.u y McNamara 
llll r said lhal the hot Une hlld 
proved • ry useful" ln p 
ventln what could hav 
com a dl r:ect. Am rtcan­
Sovlel conJrontAtlon. 

" " ,:I_...,A/. • 
'.-~~,~ff·( .. ~ • 

v rsary, do th two ,, 1.11.rr,~e-. 
pa.rt from roulJne messa~geerto, 

chang 11 reellnp. l, fti'.t/61 
On lhls Id of lh hot i{ij , 

th chi , or I.he MOLi.NJ(; 
, branch 18 charged vr•ui.•~y/Fl 
mulatlng new lelt meas11u.~ 
The Americans ··'•om limes' ' 

Th hol Lin was also used • 
In 1971 during th lndo-PaJd­
s tanl Wa , during the 1973 
Ara Israeli War, wh n there 
was a Unit d Slates nuclear 
alert.; In 1974, when Turkey In­
vaded Cyprus; 1n 1979, when 
the Sovi l Union Invaded Af• 

od Sllakeepeare.,' the 11 Rus-1 
al.ans Chekov, Th9'Am n~!V 
also send passag~11from. /'the"'. 
encyci()J1edla, Mark T,waln"a'nd 
even • fi rst-aid ,manuaJ.~Mos(~ 
Important, ColoneJ' Slebanalergf 
pointed out shortly) >eloreJ.he :J. 
wmed over his J>CJ9t 8-! 'c¥et, of~ 
MOLJNK ' to · • 1Anny !•',B>L.;',; 
Thomu C. O'.Kee.fe - ; 1s,•, u,~ 
wmake sure there Is~ ~ ~ ..!fl§, 
do," A Pusa&~i• conce~ 7. 
Winnie-the-Pooh ·getUng,--,,hl&~ 
head 'Stuck In • ··boJ1~ l\J~!'f)~ 

. mlsht, tor Instance, be ~Id-~~ 

hanlstAn, and several limes 
during the Reagan Adml.n.l.s­
tration, wltb the . Russ ians 
querying about events In 
Lebanon and the Unlted '. 

- States commenting on the 
situation In Poland. 

The hot line ls also known to 
have been used In noncrlsis 
situations. During Salt Il ne­
gotiations, when President 
J immy Carter's personaJ let­
ters to General Secretary • 
Brezhnev were repeatedly an­
swered in a style one United 
States security adviser sug­
gested "had been written by 
the 14th s~secretary of the 
Foreign MinJstry," Zbigniew 
Bnezinski, the national se­
curity adviser, recommended 
that the President send his 
communications over the hot 
line. It got Brezhnev's atten­
tion, all right, but one White 
House participant recalls that 
the Russians, who take use of 
the hot line very seriously, re­
plied with something akin to: 
"Please don't ever do that 
again !" 

T HE PRESIDENT MAY 
have sole discretion 
over official hot-line 

communiques, but the MO-

ered an affront to , lhe ·,Rus,'j!;t 
slans, whose unofflc.la.H~na-"''1-'1 

tlonal symbol ls the t>ear;~~;;;.~j{; 

• EVERAL
1 

:~-E~::i~~ 

S have been '• credftedffla 
with the Idea o·I a~~f.ect _,. 

communications : link: · ,!:>e;'[J, , 
tween the two superpower . !~ 
leaders, • lnclu~~;;! lii.~.~~~l ;J 
Thomas Schelling·::~'~f)1Ha .. N ,J:~ 
vard, a political economlsd -{f'.k 
and former,, nuclear1~strate;-}.'\'/t 
gist who, in 1961; had ·wor~~;}~ 
on· a Defense :0epartment ',i°;:,­
study project calle<j ·W,ar·.1?,Y.w f 
"Accident, Miscalculation and .. ,;,_•. 
Surprise.' But ,:Schell~ g-.says~·~~ 
It is less ··a ·question·:~q~1:wb~}{~ 
came up with . tl!e .Idea. n ~ .t~-b.t 
than -a ~eneraJ , ~ tiop __ / ;f,€ 
that su~ a ,funda.~ ent.aµY,~'fil:t 
crucial means f9r communJ_~-~~:; 
cations did not exist. Such ·,-1i, 
oversight, Schelling _. sa~/;~f. 
was not uncommon at the·,·•\·.-;­
time. "it was llke Robert ;},l°\ 
McNamara .discovering1.tk} 
there were no combina tion~;::,;? 
locks on nuclear·:weapons. He:t:~;_.;, 
a lmost fell out of his chair,'.'..:,.'~-~--~:,,. 

secret because only the 
PresJde.at is authorized to de­
classify such Informa tion. 
But some instances can be 
culled from Presidential 
memoirs. Perhaps the most 
intense period of use came 
during the_ .\rab-Israell Six­
Day War In 1967. The very 
first officlaJ message ever 
transmitted was received in 
Washington on June 5, Just 
before 8 A.M., P resident 

'Johnson recalled in his mem­
oirs, "Tbe Vant.age Point," 
Defense Secretary Robert 
McNamara called him in his 
White House bedroom and 
announced: "Mr. President, 
the hot line ls up." After an Is­
raeli pre-emptive s trike 
against Arab countries, the 
Sovfet leader Alexei Kosygin 

LINK staff shoUlders the 
prodigious and monotonous 
responslbiJity of continually 
testing the equipment . to • 
make certain the lines are in 
proper working order. 

Schelling • credlts.~, pop_uJ, r/3·} 
fiction - • especially :;:Pet~r-J~f 
Bryant's . 1958 ·, nov.~ .: .. :~~JJf-! 
Alert'' -with m~.people.,,=iJk! 
in govem~ent ,.~wa.~ ~f :the·~'! 
0~~~~.~-ri~f~;;;t~ 
rect link kicked aro~d ~l~j tR 
Government, . a·,, fo~dabl~~ 
campaJgn had alrea~y beg_#_~~ 
in the public !ll'en~ ·to . adopt&n 
the measure .. The .'prima~:ii t,' 
leader was Jess Gorldn; edl-•,:•,:_ 
tor of Parade, who ·lri 19601~?{ 
published an open letter In his · ~l 
magazine ·to. . Presld~t~'7} 
Dwight D. Eisenhower , ·and_!,/ •. 
the Soviet leader • Nikita ;;:-;: 

e,it a message saying that 
his country's forces would 
stay out of the pending con­
filc:t ft the United St.ates 
'agreed to do .l!lcewLse. The 
President readily agreed. 

A few day later, after a 
United Stat.eS commWllca­
tlons sbJp was a.ccldentally 
torpedoed oft the Sinai Penin­
sula, an American carrier 
tas Loree moved Into the 
area to rescue survivors. 

orried that the Soviet' Union 
m ght awsinterpret the Sixth 

eet's man uvers as lnter­
entio , Presldent Johnson 

sent 1. m sage explaining 
action. And when ft ap-

Five two-person military 
teams - each consisting of a 

,.communicator, a noncom­
missioned officer who can 
deal with the idiosyncrasies 
of the equipment, and a com­
missioned officer translator 
- attend the hot line on rotat­
ing eight-hour shifts. In addi~ 
tion to keeping up their lan­
guage capabilities, t ransla­
tors are expected to stay cur­
rent on world poli tics by 
reading a variety of newspa­
pers and periodicals and by 
a ttending regular In telli­
gence briefings. 

But every hour, without fa ll, 
they transmit or receive Wt 
messages. Only on New Year's 
and Aug. 3P, the hot-line's annl-

Khrushche~, con,clu~g with:.~, 
"Must a world .be •: lost:- for - ~;· 
want of a telephone, call?_'~ ;•:t1 
Letters from enthusiastic,:;: ... 
readers poured In.. -. . · ,, ,,( •.,:;.: 

,. ' .. • ~- · \ 
A self-styled cl~n: dlp~~ ~1

~ 

mat, G(\rkip•badgered ,P~t,..~­
denlial candlda~ ·J:oh? Ken~'f:~~-

1 

nedy and Rl~rd ~!J'on ':D'o.,\i:, 
considering his ldea.·At a re-.'!:' 

(Contlnuec1 on' Page 61)°tr;-
... ·". :-·:· '•• . " ,·-~t;.: 

' '•\' ·~~'J '- \•· · ~, i'' 
' :-. ,: )/',,{\::.: \:,,1/ ~:~ 

•"· .·•~,t,1~t;::1r,t•~~ 



ccption Iv n In 
hchev' honor durin vlsll 

to th Unll d Stal . Gorkln 
mana d lO buttonhole lh 
ovl l I a r and t him to 

ackno led th.al th Ide 
badmeriL 

But there were powerful 
opponents. The Stale Depart­
m nl and the mllltary object­
ed. Gorlcin reported that they 

,didn't Like the Idea 'OC the 

pch carry a lln of com­
munication, and the origin.al 
1963 uropean cable pro­
vides th third clrcull. When­
ev r suggestions are made lO 
scrap the original cable, the 
Russians balk. ~ a former 
hot-line specialist describes 
It: "They say, 'Ah, no. That's 
the wedding ring, the tie that , , .' •. 
binds us.' " • ·: 

• Presldent talking behind 
• their backs to the Russians. 
And the Kremlin stubbornly 
refused to consider any 
United States arms-control 
measure short of general 4nd 
complete dlsannamenL 

The hot-line proposal lan­
guished until the autumn or 
1962, when the Cuban misSlle 
crisis dramatically demon­
strated the urgent need Cor a 
direct communications link. 
Messages between Kennedy 
and Khrushchev took more 

, than six hours to • deliver 
. through regular diplomatic 
. channels, so both Govern-
ments resorted to public 
statements as the fastest way 
to communicate. Toe Soviet 
Union went so far as to have 
one of Its embassy counse-

1 )ors, Aleksandr Fomin, a 
K.G.B. officer, give the A~C­
TV correspondent John Scali 
several messages to convey 
to the White House. 

After the crisis was re­
solved, the hot-line proposal 
became an immediate priori­
ty, and an agreement was 
signed in Geneva in June 
1963. When the hot line be­
ca!p.e fully operational on 
·Aug. 30, Washington's first 
message, "Toe quick brown 
fox jumped over the lazy 
dog's back 1234567890," 
hardly compared with the 
RusslanS' initial tranSmis­
slon, a poetic description of 
Moscow's setting sun. Ever 
since. test messages have 
been tranSmitted every even 
hour from Washington in 
English and in Russian every 
odd hour from Moscow. 

THE HOT LINE 
began to catch up with 

. modem technology in 
• 19~. when the two countries 
agreed to upgrade the system 
for 'facsimile transmission. 
Now, maps, charts, texts and 

' photographs can be sent al­
most Instantaneously. 

If Ted Koppel can get 
United States and Soviet offj- · ' 
clals together on a "Nlght­
llne" teleconference call 
from their respective capi­
tals, many wonder why the 
hot line does not adopt a simi­
lar technJque. But hlgh-rank­
lng American military offi­
cials argue that lf leaders 
could see each other's faces 
as they speak, It could lead to 
misunderstandings, · hasty · 
decisions and lost tempers. 

Toe two nations are, how­
ever, interested ln having 
more hot lines between them. 
Last year, the American and · 
Soviet Governments agreed 
to Nuclear Risk Reduction 
Centers. Now operational, 
they are staffed in the United 
States by Russian-speaking 
Foreign Service officers and 
communications specialists 
at the State DepartmenL This •• 
parallel link, referred to by 
some as a --warm line," pro­
vides a 24-hour, lower-level 
diplomatic channel for ex- . 
changing noncrisis arms-con-
trol information - such as 
notification of missile testing 
and clarification of treaty 
points. 

Another concept under dis­
cussion is a Joint Military 
Communications Link. Yet , • 
one more proposal would 
create direct links between 
the two heads of Government 
and their own embassies in 
each other's capitals. . 

Not surprisingly, the hot 
line has generated similar 
measures around the world: 
Toe French President has his 
own line to the Soviet· leader- • 
ship, as does the British • 
Prime Minister. Israel and • 
Egypt have a hot line ahd so 
do North and South Korea. 
And the Japanese are said .to 
be discussing the idea of a 
worldwide series of hot lines. 

The hot line's effectiveness 

Three separate links now 
make up the hot line, redun• 
dancy insuring that a mes­
sage will always get through. 
Ait American commercial 

atelllte, INTELSAT, and a 
Soviet Government satellite 

is considered by many to be 
one of the atomic age's great 
successes, permitting a suo- • 
cession or American and • 
Soviet leaders to secretely de- , 
fuse lmminenlly explosive" 
situations. As defense pro­
grams go, It's a bargain, cur- .. 
rently about Sl million a 
year. ■ -.,., 
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After 30 years, the hot line to cool off the Cold War is still on call 
----------

By Christopher Drew 
Kn1gnt-Ridder Tribune News Service 

top. Moments later, the president 
is talking to the Soviet premier, 
giving him the bad news about the 
mushroom cloud in Moscow's 
future and cutting a ghastly deal to 
avert nuclear war. WASHINGTON - When 

the somber U.S. president 
realizes he can't recall a 

wing of bombers launched by mis­
take, be opens a de£· drawer in the 
White House bom .. shelter and 
pulls out what looks like a big tea 
kettle with a telephone receiver on 

When another president tries to 
make a similar call, the Soviet pre­
mier is out of the Kremlin - at a 
tryst with his mistress. Only after 
the call is rerouted there, and the 

president has asked the premier to 
"turn the music down a little," can 
he offer help in trying to shoot 
down a U.S. bomber that, in the 
words of its cowboy pilot, is roaring 
into " nuclear combat toe-to-toe 
with the Rooskies." . 

Both scenarios are from hit 
movies - the drama, Fail-Safe, 
and the dark comedy, Dr. 
Strongelove (released in ,1964, the 

year after the real Washington­
Moscow hot line was started) and 
they lifted that extraordinary com­
munications link into one of the 
most powerful Cold War symbok 

Throughout the past three 
decades, the hot line was the last 
preserve of sanity against the mad­
ness of mutual assured nuclear 
destruction. It embodied hope -
the idea that if the two leaders ,._ 

could just communicate before 
launching nuclear war, common 
sense would prevail, no matter 
how late the hour. It was the nucle­
ar age's equivalent of dialing 911. 

Mercifully, the hot line waa 
never needed to stop a nuclear 
countdown, though it has been 
used at a number of tenae 
moment11 - from M.iddJe Eut 
wars to the Soviet invasion ol 

~ 

- to~ p. ...... 
and cnoid misiii-detSblilctinp 

And. in t1m pm-C.oJd War en. 
wt., lbmian and American Jmd.. 
en regularly embnce befan TV 
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After 30 years, the Cold War's 
nuclear 911 remains on call 
Continued from H1 
anniversary this month, nobody 
expects to use the device for its 
original purpose. But evetyone 
involved thinks it's a good thing to 

. keep aroW1d, just in case. 
They also are trying to clear up 

a basic misconception that grew 
out of some movies - "The infa­
mous red phone," sighed Army Lt. 
Col. John "David" Carlson, the 
Illinois native who heads the team 
of 12 translators on the U.S. end. 
" We have red phones here, but 
they don't go to Moscow." 

In truU1, the hot line has never 
been a telephone, red or otherwise, 
and it never has been stashed in a 
president's desk, At first, it was a 
teletype system, with operators 
punching coded messages on t.ape 
and transmitting them at a rate of 
one page every three minutes. 
Today, Carlson and his translators 
sit at a bank of computer termi­
nals and fax machines. They are 
hooked to the Kremlin by two 
satc>llite systems and an undersea 
cable for nearly instantaneous, 
and nearly tamper-proof, transmis­
sions. 

And the hot line always has 
been based deep inside the Pen­
tagon, a t a windowless complex 
called the National Military Com­
mand Center, where the transla­
tor s can relay messages to and 
from the White House through a 
variety of means. 

Carl son , 41 , presides over a 
large room with beige cloth on the 
walls and framed posters of Wash­
ington 's monuments and the 
Kremlin illuminated at night. 

He said the hot line was 
designed to use the written word, 
instead of letting the two leaders 
talk to each other, because it low­
ers the chances for a faulty trans-
1 a t ion. It also gives the leaders 
time to consult with advisers and 
prepare more thoughtful responses 
than if one or both of them sud­
denly started jabbering under the 
pressure of a crisis. 

E very hour on the hour, the 
translators check the line - and 
match wits - by sending test mes­
sages. While they avoid tempestu­
ous subjects such as politics and 
religion, they do try to trap their 
rivals in linguistic mazes. 

Carlson says his favorite was 
when his crew fired off a three­
part treatise on Velcro "at a time 
when the Russians probably didn't 
even know what Velcro was." The 
U.S. side also has sent texts on pet 
psychology and Reader 's Digest 
articles filled with colloquialisms. 
The Russians have responded with 
complex poetry or sections of War 
and Peace. 

The Soviets always have been 
enthusiastic about the hot line. 
They qu ickly agreed to President 
J ohn Kennedy's suggestion to set 
i~ up after the 1962 Cuban Missile 
Cris is. 

While the world teetered on the 
edge of war, Anatoly Dobrynin, 
then the Soviet ambacisador to the 
United St.ates, had to send critical 

cables to Moscow via a Western 
Union courier who rode a bicycle 
to pick them up. After the crisis 
ended, Kennedy said, "We can't go 
through this kind of thing again." 

Still, given the suspicions of the 
time, neither side wanted to let the 
other know much about the inner 
workings of its technology. So 
when the hot line was activated 
Aug. 30, 1963, it relied in part on 
Norwegian encryption boxes and 
East German teletype gear. 

The Soviets were the first to 
send a message on the hot line -
shortly after 8 a.m. EDT on June 
5, 1967. 

This was 31/, hours after Israel 
and several Arab nations had gone 
to war. Defense Secretary Robert 
McNamara phoned President Lyn­
don Johnson in his bedroom at the 
White House and, Johnson wrote 
in his memoirs, said these "omi­
nous" words: "Mr. President, the 
hot line is up." 

Over the next five days, John­
son and Soviet Premier AJeksei 
Kosygin exchanged as many as 20 
messages to bring about a cease­
fire and ensure that neither the 
United States nor the Soviet 
Union joined the war. 

President Richard Nixon also 
turned t o th e h ot lin e during 
momenls of high drama: the India­
Pakistan crisis in late 1971 and the 
Mideast War in 1973. 

In a novel move, President 
Jimmy Carter sent a letter over 
the hot line to try to develop 
greater rapport with Soviet leader 
Leonid Brezhnev. He used it again 
t o complain about the Soviet 
takeover of Afghanistan in 1979. 

After the Soviets arrested U.S. 
journalist Nicholas Daniloff on spy 
charges in 1986, President Ronald 
Reagan sent a hot line message 
threatening "serious a nd fa r ­
reaching consequences," according 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
uo n D I nr1< ,., nffMlnn thP. Basic Income Tax Course starting Sep-

The nuclear hot 
line got Its first 
big movie break 
when It was just 
1 year old In the 
1964 cult classic 
Dr. Strange/ova, 
spurred on by 
Slim Pickens' 
cowboy 
approach to 
'nuclear combat 
toe-to-toe with 
the Rooskies.' 
N'flle photo 

to a book, Turmoil and Triumph, 
by former Secretary of State 
George Shultz. 

As the likelihood of superpower 
war dwindled - .and Presidents 
George Bush and Bill Clinton 
began to call Mikhail Gorbachev or 
Boris Yeltsin regularly on conven­
tional telephones - so did the 
need for the hot line. 

Fonner National Security Advis­
er Brent Scowcroft said Bush con­
sidered using the hot line a few 
times but didn't, because it would 
have made the messages seem too 
emphatic in an era of personal 
diplomacy. 

But Shultz said the hot line 
remains good insurance. Former 
CIA Director Robert Gates agrees 
t!¥i~ .,...m be the case "as lo'ng as 
these two sides have submarine 
roaming the oceans and missiles 
pointed at each other." 

At the hot line office, Carlson 
doesn ' t mind being the Maytag · 
repairman of nuclear war. He visit­
ed his counterparts in Moscow last 
month, dining at the Kremlin. On 
Aug. 30, he and the translators in 
Moscow will celebrate the 30th 
anniversary by exchangh1g con­
gratulatory messages. 
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Mr. President: 

I concur with Bundy's feelings 
on this matter. 

GER 
March 27 
lZ:37 p. m. 

W AS M , NGTON 

3/1 8/ 65 

I arr: ag a:.:1s t t r.:.s: The Hot Line does 
- .. .... . 

=: ::e e c ?u;:, n cny. 

McG. B. 
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March 31, 1965 
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TEE ~ONOI'w" .. BLE AR TIIUR SYLVESTER 
ASSIS':'_-1.NT 2:ZCRETARY OF r;.E~ENSZ FOR PUBLIC .o\F:2AL.-:.S 

SU:3.T:SC?: :?::o:?cscd DoD Fact S!ieet o:: ·washington-Moacow Hot Line 

1 ::2..v~ c::.:-~::ully bu.ched base here ~~d fae general !e~ling is th:').t 
::~~ :-:o~ L:::.::! s:.io~<l be left just as it iz :::lCW without any £u:.-Cl~r 

Geo~:; -~ S. Reedy 
P:-c ~s 2~ c::::-t=:.=y 
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASH IN GTON . D .C . 20301 

r .• -

MEMORANDUM FOR HONORABLE GEORGE REEDY 
PRESS SECRETARY TO THE PRESIDENT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: Propo••d DoD Fact Sheet on Washington-Moscow 
Hot Line 

Attached are two copie• of a dra.ft Fact Sheet on the Waahington­
Moscow Hot Line which Defense propoae• to iaaue subject to White 
Houae concurrence. 

We receive frequent pre•• and other inqwr1ea about the Hot Line, 
and we believe the Fact Sheet will be worth-while in answering 
these continuing inquiries. 

The Fact Sheet was prepared by the Defense Comznunications 
Agency and ha• been coordinated with the National Communication• 
System Staff; cleared by our Directorate for Security Review; and 
concurred in by Aaaiat&nt Secretary of State Greenfield. 

In reports aubmitted to the White Houae over the paat few weeka 
we have predicted that we, would submit auch a Fact Sheet for con­
aideration. General Clifton, who is aware of thia prediction, 
communicated his interest to Mr. Califano and expressed a. desire 
to see a copy. 

Would you consider thi• as a poaaible Fact Sheet for use in reapouae 
to inquiries and provide General Clifton an opportunity for comment. 

I would appreciate hearing from you as •oon a• practicable. 

Attachment• 
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OTE: This is a compilation of previously released material except for 

the portions b rac k e ted. 

INFORMATION RELATED 
T O THE 

WASHINGTON-MOSCOW HOT LINE 

PURPOSE. The U.S.A. -U.S.S.R. Emergency Communications Link 

(Hot Line) was established in 1963 to provide direct communications 

between t he Heads of Government of the United States and the Soviet Union. 

CHRO1 O L OGY 

May 5, 1963 

June 2 0, 19 6 3 

July 13 , 19 6 3 

August 20, 1963 

- Technical discussions between technical 
re presentatives of the U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R. 
b egan at Geneva, Switzerland. 

- Representatives of the Government of the 
United States and the U.S. S. R. at the 18-Nation 
Disarmament Conference signed the agree­
ment to establish a direct communications 
link between their respective capitals. 

- United States equipment supplied for the 
M o scow terminal was shipped to Moscow 1n 
( ~: • :1.) Ambass ador W. Averell Harriman 1 s plane-- ·. 

- l_- , .... c2ci States officials received Russian equip­
m l:nt supplied by the U.S. S. R. for use at the 
Washington terminal of the Hot Line. 

The Washington-Moscow Hot Line was activated August 30, 1963, with the 

initial message from the United States terminal being the conventional 

teletype test message. The circuits are made up of segments derived 

from the same routing used for normal commercial telegraph service. 

MORE 
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They w :r t es t d by the ·commerc ial carriers for several months pri or 

to activation of the Hot Line. A test period of one week was used to c heck 

out the circ ui try and terminal equipment on a terminal-to-terminal basi s 

im mediately pri or to the official activation of the Hot Line. 

LOCATIO NS. The permanent United States Hot Line terminal is located 

in the Nationa l Military Command Center in the Pentagon, which is in 

continuou s communication with the President at the White House, at the 

LBJ R a nch, while in flight, or wherever he may be. The area in which 

the equipment i s located and communications with the President are given 

the highest possible level of sec tt ··: t y protection. The Soviet Union has 

publicly a nnounced that the Russ, ~. a t e rminal is located in the Kremlin. 

PERS ONNEL. Personnel assigned to the United States terminal include 

an Office r in Charge of Operations, five Translator-Team Chiefs and 

ten C o mm unications Specialists. Two operators and one translator are 

on duty a t all times, 24 hours per day, seven days per week. The 

translators are military officers. The operators are Army, Navy, Air 

Forc e a nd Marine noncommissioned officers with extensive experience in 

teletype operations. These operators are given special on-the-job training 

for two weeks on the operational procedures for the terminal and on the 

operation of the Cyrillic alphabet machines. All personnel assigned are 

subjected to the appropriate background investigations necessary to 

obtain the le ve l of clearance re quired. 

MORE 
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C IRCUI T S 

a . T wo circuits are used in th e Hot Line -- a Primary Cable Circuit 

fo r messages and a Coordinating R a dio Circuit for technical use and 

back-up . The Primary Cable Circuit extends from the Washington 

t erminal by trans -Atlantic cable to London, then via Copenhagen, 

Stockholm, and Helsinki to Moscow. The Coordinating Circuit is a radio 

teletype channel via Tangiers, Africa, to Moscow. 

b. The back-up radio circuit is maintained in an operational status 

a t all times and tested and monitored in the same manner as the Primary 

Cabl e C ircuit. Continuous logs are maintained on the continuity of opera­

ti on of both lines and all periods of outages are investigated to determine 

the cause and take appropriate remedial measures. No serious outages 

h a v e occurred since the line has been established. 

COSTS 

One-time costs for equipment purchase, 

site preparation and installation 

Recurring Costs 

Uni ted States share of lease of cable circuit 

Washington to Moscow (per year) 

United States share of lease of radio circuit 

Washington to Moscow (per year) 

Annual cost of operation and maintenance of 

United States terminal (not including military 

$159,849.00 

102,347.64 

52,480.56 

27,608.00 

' l. 
i 

I 
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OPE RATIONS 

a . The Washington-Moscow cable and radio circuits are tested hourly 

by the trans mission of test messages. Test messages used by the United 

' State s include the customary teletype test message (THE QUICK BROWN 

FOX, e tc . ) and brief literary and textual extracts, e.g., selections from 

the Encyclopedia Americana. There is no such thing as a "FLASH" 

mes sage via the Hot Line. All mes sages that might be exchanged between 

Heads of Government will be considered of equal importance and no 

precedence system will be used. Bell signals are used to signal operators 

fo r technical exchanges, testing, etc., in accordance with standard inter-

national teletype procedures. The link was established as a means of 

di rect communications between Heads of Government; therefore, the 

Heads of Government are the authorities approving the transmission of 

official mes sages . 

b. {rhe Hot Line is designed for the transmission and reception of 

printed messages (teletype) to preclude misunderstanding and to provide 

a record of c ommunications) All messages from the United States are 

transmitted i n the English language and received in the U.S. S. R. in the 

English l anguage . All mes sages from the U.S. S. R. are transmitted in 

the Russian language and received in the U.S. in the Russian language. 

c . (since the English language uses the Latin alphabetic char~cters 

and the Russian language uses the Cyrillic al~habetic characters, the 

U. s . a nd the U.S. S. R. exchanged equipment to permit correct printing 

for both language~ .) MORE 
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d. (To maintain accuracy, all messages are first prepared in the 

form of a paper tape with coded perforations and then transmitted through 

a tape trans mitt:r. This permits review and checking for or correcting 

errors before messages are transmitted. To ensure continuity, all 

messages are transmit_ted ~ith message numbers so that the receiving 

terminal may check and ensure that all messages have been received and 

so that in the event of a missing or garbled message the receiving 

terminal may request a retransmission of the message and identify it 

by its nurn ber .) 

e. {Messages may be exchanged simultane ously, i.e., in both 

dir ections at the same time, without interference to each other.) As a 

character passes through the sending tape transmitter it is almost 

immediately printed at the receiving terminal printer. Messages are 

transmitted at a speed of 66 words per m:.nute and the actual mes sage 

electrical signals travel on the lines at the speed of 186, 000 miles per 

second . Therefore, a message of approximately 250 words would require 

approximately four minutes for transmission. Added to this would be 

the translation time inasmuch as the messages are normally transmitted 

in the language of the originator. 

£. All messages including test messages are automatically encoded 

during transmission and decoded during reception to ensure against a 

third party intercepting and decoding an exchange. The encoding-decoding 

e quipment is of comparatively simple design of a type that is commercially 

MORE 
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a ·1ailable . The principle of coding is based on the use of identically 

perforated paper code tapes at the sending and receiving terminals . (The 

same code e quipment may be used for both English and Russian language 

because the e lectrical c ode characteristics are the same for both tele­

typewriter machines .) 

g . Two complete sets of equipment are installed for operation and 

may be rapidly interchanged for operation on either circuit. Sufficient 

extra equipment and spare parts are provided to permit replacement of 

operating equipment for periodic testing and maintenance. (The Russ ian 

teletypewriter machines do not create a maintenance problem since the 

electro -mechanical principles of operation are the same as for the U.S. 

equipment . Procedure s are established for obtaining normal and emergency 

repair parts .) 

NEG OTIATING PERSONNEL. The negotiations for the Hot Line held in 

Geneva were headed up on the U.S. side by Ambassador Charles Stelle, 

U.S. Representative at the Disarmament Conference, and Semyon K. 

Tsarapk.in , Chief Soviet Delegate to the Conference. The technical 

negotiators were (then) Brigadier General George P. Sampson, Deputy 

Director , Defense Communications System, Defense Communications 

Agency, and his assistant, Clifford D. May, Jr., on the U.S. side, and 

Ivan Klokov, Deputy Minister of Communications, U.S. S. R., and Pyotr 

Gobets , head of the Moscow Telegraph Office, on the Russian sid.ei: · 

END 
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MCRANDUM 0 

SUBJECT: Your T wlth ••t r Vella. eader'• Dla • 

Velle l• a tber lng t rlal for book Oil US pollcy 
Reader'• Dlte ■t rec ntly publlahed hl■ aomewhat I.Dace at 
but 1enerally favor bl cowtt o.l your hot llne clealln1• with 
the Arab-braell war (attlach•d) 

•• I 0 

1:00 p. m. 

You will have your own comments on pollcy. It wo 
to take a.way an lmpr ••Lon along the•• line■: 

• • !ul !or lm 

Peaco l• your OYerridlng cODcera. 
W • can wol'.k. con.■tructlYely oaly lf there I• pea 
l8rael' • o.aly lon1 run suarantee la peace. 
Full ecoaomlc arowth depend■ oa peace. 
You are •upportlng peace effort■, bu a laatLDI p can be 
made oAly by th Near Eaeterller■ them■elY •• • o{ th big 
leaaons of 1967 w • that aetUemmta made by out■ ld r• don't last. 
Your JWUt 19. 1967. and September 10, 1968, •P _ o h a ■pelled 
thl■ out. 

He may wleh to exph,re c,ur commltuumt to larael. 

• 

We have no formal treaty, but four pre•lcleata b Y aupported 
Iara.el'• terdtorlal 1nte1rlty (&ml that of othe N r Eaetern atatea). 
You atrongly urged Israel lll May 1967 to e.xbawat 11 p acelul w ys 
ol opeDing th• Stralta of Tlran. We w re heavlly D aged lD an 
lnternatio.nal ellort when war brake out. To• cHd I t thlnk. aolng lt 
alone would •olv larael'• lon1-term problem 
Aa you told Eebkol laat January, ycna are keepl.D1 Iarael'• defense 
n.eeda under cloae re•lew. We are aelllD1 Skybawk jet fiahter 
bomber■ and Hawk alr defen■e ml■•ll••• 

He might ask your Yi.ewe on So.let actlYltl•• la tbe a •• 

We want a Ne r E et r1111 by the Near Ea■te ner■ • 

To llmlt Soviet lo.11uence, •• baYe to ■11ppo derate Arab ■ aa 
well aa ura I, nd encourage radlcal Arab• toward■ moderatlon. 
Ten11lo11 ln the Near Eaat la the beat open1A1 for Motcow. 

Aa a. general obeerv tlo • you mlpt add that yoa u ect d Mld-East 
problem■ to be ■olved ea1lly • The Jarrllag mla■loa la ■tW bo beet bet for peace. 

ll Yelle want■ to I t lAto d tall■, yo':' ml1ht tell hlm t 
o{ my ■tall. 

Hal Saunder• 

COPY lBJ ~lBURY 
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An article a day of enduring signi(,cnnce, in co nrlensed permnuen t book let f orm 
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The Week the 
Hot Line Burned 

On two chilling days during the Arab-Israeli conflict; 
a year ago, Moscow and vVashington were embroiled 
in a teITifying test of will. At stake: the fate of the 
world. Here, for the first time, is the inside sto11' 

Condensed f rom a / orthcom i11g book, " Cou11tdow11 in the Holy La11cl." 

!.ESTER VELIE 

F
OR Lyndon B. Johnson, June 6, "hot line" between Moscow and 
r<)67, was "the most awesomely Washington in anger. In this con­
difficult day of my life ." It was frontation-and again four days 

the second day of the Arab-Israeli later-Premier Aleksei Kosygin and 
Six-Day \Var; and while the world President Johnson waged a war 
was engrossed in that drama, a of nerves and wills. As one Presi­
more momentous struggle unfold- de~tial adviser put it, "we moved 
ed in secret between the United very close to the precipice." 
States and the Soviet Union. For The "most difficult day," a Tues­
the first time the Russians used the day, began at 5:50 a.m. when the 
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\\'h itc 1dq1ho11c ;1t I lie P re: . idl'lll '. 

heel. ide j:rngkcl li irn ;1w:1k c-. II w:i s 
\ \ '.dt l . t \\ , · I i.il :1 si I. lilt fur 
11 , Lion:i l ~ • t rit r . The pre iou. da , 
llostow had :1w:1kcnc<l the P re. i<lent 
:1t 4 :30 :u n . to infor m him th:i t lsr:1cl 
:rnd Eg pt were at , :i r. ow the 
ne , s ,~•as equal! foreboJing. The 
Kreml in had . ignJ lcd that Premier 
Kos g in would be sending a mes­
s:1ge with in 2 0 mi nutes . The Presi ­
dent dressed hurrie<l ly, g ulped some 
cofTee and hea<led for the SituJtion 
Room in the White House base­
ment. T his consists of a conforence 
:ire:1 a nd :in ad joi ning sm:ill com­
mu nications center crowded with 
n ews teleprinters and "sec urity 
teleph ones " that link the Whit,~ 
H ouse w ith W:ish ington's intelli­
ge nce community and with the 
Pentagon. 

The hot line is a by-product of the 
Cuban missile confront:ition. After 
th J t brush with nucle:1r disaster, 
President John F . Kennedy :ind Rus­
sia n Prem ier Nikita Khru!<.hchev 
had agree<l that ordinary channels 
of communic:itions were too cum­
bersome to deal with crises in an age 
of nuclear ICJ3Ms. I\ direct wire 
was set up, with teleprinters in Mos­
cow and in the National M ilita ry 
Comm:rnJ Center at the Pentagon . 
The Russi:im tr:rnsmit in Russian, 

S1s ~r: - ; ~ 5_,, The llcacl c r'~ Dii:e~t h:1~ puh­
li , hccl 111nr e tl i:111 JOO :i rt idn hr Ro\'ill)! Etli­
t11 r Lc,tc r Vcli,·, on rnd1 i111p11r1a11t ~111,jec t~ 

:u b hor, c.J uc.1tinn a111l crime. For the p:i~t 
)T lf, he h:u 1lrvntnl hi1mdf to :I ~111,ly nf the 
lonJ.: chain of rv rn1, 1h :1 t lccl ll(l to the Arali ­
hrJcli ~i'.'t •D.1y War, anJ the aftermath o( 
th:it con0i(t. 

the ,\ 111rri : 11 1s i11 E11gli , h. At ti, · 
Pentagon :1 tr:111sbtor st:111<f., rea dy 
to r ·l;i :111y Kremlin message to the 

hite I-lou se Situation H.00 111 . 

Coolheaded Men. for Llirce years 
:111<l nine 111onths the line had re­
mained blessedly quiet, carrying 
only test messages and New Year's 
D ay greetings. Then, Monday morn ­
ing, June 5, c::1.me the electrifying 
news that Moscow had activ:ited it 
seriously for the first time. Uut the 
message was a reassuring one: The 
Soviet Union would keep hands ofT 
the Middle East War, provided the 
United States did the same. In a 
cautiously worded reply, Johnson 
agreed. 

Now, on Tuesday, as President 
Johnson entered to receive the new 
hot-line mess:ige , the Situation 
Room was crowded with men whose 
combined appearance at 6:40 a.m . 
spelled "cri sis." Vice President Hu­
bert H . Humplue)', Secretary of 
State Dean · Rusk :rnd Derense Sec­
reta ry Robert S. McNam:1ra were 
there. The President had also called 
in additional intellectual musclc­
coolhea<le<l men, tested in other 
crises: Dean Acheson, President 
1ruman's Secretary of State; Clark 
ClifTord Truman's legal adviser; 
McGeo/ge Bundy, who had coor­
dinated security inform:ition for 
President Kennedy as well as for 
Johnson; Llewellyn Thompson, ex• 
nmhassador to the U.S.S.R. 

Eyes heavy-li<lded from two skcp­
lcss nights, \Valt Rostow h:1ntlcd tlu: 
Presi<lcnt ;1 rough trand:111011 of d,_l' 
new mess:1gc. Its content\ wrrr °'111 ' 

1v6,9 T//F, IV/:1:K TIIE I/OT U N£ flURNF.O J11 

nous. Kmygin had dropped hi~ "let' Arah empi re. Now t~ ;arms were 
keep han<ls off" line. Now he in~i~t• going up in fire ;and ,111f>k<. 
ed th:it the United States peuua<lc T o Searching H ours. At the m.1 -

the Israelis to halt their advance in hogany conference ubk, the Pr~i­
thc Sinai and withdraw to their hor- dent rcad Kosnin's mc,.'-,gc lo ,Jw. 
ders. With this demand came :i thin• somber men :around him. lnc, 
ly veiled threat: in effect, get them plunged into ducm,ion of pc:mibk 
out of there or we willl coursc.1 of action, and comcqucnccs. 

The President and his advisers If Johnson d id pressure thr bnc-
were dealing with shocked and an- lis to withdraw, he would be do­
gry men. The Russians had made a ing what another U.S. Prcidcnt. 

. vast miscalculation. They had over• Dwight D. Eisenhower, kid done in 
estimated their protcge, Carnal Ab- roughly simil:ar circu,mt:inca in 
dcl Nasser, :ind underestimated the 1957. Then, too, N:isscr h:Jd m:1.1.~ 

Israelis. For three weeks, while Nas• troops :rnd :irmor on lsr:iers south-
• ser moved 801000 troops to lsr:iel's crn borders, and the lsr:idis chased 

southern borders and boasted that them from the Sinai in 100 houn. 
"our basic aim is the destruction of Then Nikita Khrushchev r.ittkd 
Israel," the Russians had blocked his nuclear rockeu :tnd dcm:andet.l 
every move in the United Nations to that the lsr:idis withdr:nv. or ds~. 
clcluse the crisis. When w:ir cnmc, The United St:ita joined with the 
the Russi:rns, confident that Nasser Soviet Union to insist in the U . 
would win, stalled U.N. efforts to (and priv:ttcly) th.,t the br.idis pull 
achieve a swift cease-fire. For the out-despite lsr:1d•s :1rgummts th.,t 
same reason, Kosygin had i;uggested a withdr:tw:11, without 3 prior bst­
that both powers stand aside. John- ing settlement with Egypt, would 
son had agreed. He believed the only set the stage for 3nothtt r:1b 

lsrnelis would win. The CIA, the attempt to destroy lsrxl. On the CYC 

Pentagon and the State Depart- of the uy,7 w:ir, EismhoWtt pri­
ment, in separate appraisals, had ~tely conf~ :1 doubt that the 
told him so. U.S. action ag:iinst Israel in l'J'j7 

It took just 24 hours for the Rus- had been corttet. 
sians to learn the full measure of President Johnson was deter­
their miscalculation. They were, a mined not to rcpot the prcssutt 
participant later said, .. in shock." :\g:tinst hr:td to pull back. N~ 
Nasser's vaunted air force of Rus- tiations :and settlement must come 
~i:1n MIGs was a charred ruin; his fiNt. 
Russian-equipped armies were a Hut if Johnson ~id 11no• to Ko­
flccin~ rahhlc. The Rmsians had sygin, :1nd the U.S.S.R. then inter­
in\'ntccl two billion doll:m• worth vcne<f, could the: U.S. stand :aside 
11( :urn~ in the clrcam that N:i~scr while the Snvicts hdpcd the Ar:tbs 
w1111lcl nnc cl.1y hr.ad a rm-Soviet nnnihibtc t,vu million Jewish vie-



1 i111 . [1 ,r:tl l . it \\' :1~ inco11 ci :1lik. 
f>r:t clic:t II ·, to·o, i I w:ts i nconcei v:1 ble. 
Israe l is one of the few Jemocra ies 
in :i ll Asia ancl the Middle East. 
Since the world regards the U.S. as 
ls r:ic l's protector, whether the U .S. 
wishe to be or not, lsr;1d's destruc­
tion, with So iet help. while the 
U.S. stood idly by wou ld m 1d trem­
ors of fear th roughout the 11 011-com­
munist work!. further, ir Isi-ad 
went down, 11 0 ot her pro-\Vcstern 
n:ition in the Middle East would be 
safe rrom asser ~rnd the Russians. 
Thus, ovict interven tion would al­
most certainly bring U.S. interven­
tion, and could mean war between 
the two superpowers. 

Two hours sped by in searching 
discussion. With Rusk, McNamara 
and Rostow, the President framed a 
reply to Kosygin. The import: The 
United States would not act unil:tt­
erally. The place to seek an end to 
the Arab-Israeli War was at the 
United Nations; the method, a U .N. 
cease-fi re resolu ti on. (In New York,· 
the President had already ordered 
U.N. Ambassador Arthur J. Gold­
berg to stand firm against an y Rus­
sian pressure inside the Security 
Cou ncil for a forced Israeli with­
drawa l.) 

This repl y, coupled with the firm 
U.S. stand at the U .N ., crowded Ko­
syg in and com pany into an uncom­
lortablc comer. \Voul<l the Russians 
come out of thei r corner fighting? 
Even while the hot-line message was 
goi ng out, t\\'o Sixth Fket aircraft 
carriers in the Meditnr:ine:111 were 
ordered to move toward the theater 

o( war. 011 M<> 1uhy, tl1ese two c ir­

rins li :1d oste111:1tiously :ih:1ndo11 ·d 
jct-fighter ,· . erciscs to rea ssure the 
w:11 chfi1l Ru ssians that the United 
States was sitting out the war. Now, 
just as ostentatiously, the • USS 
America, the USS Saratoga and 
their destroyer escorts steamed cast 
from Crete al 20 knots under a state 
of alert. A Soviet destroyer which 
h:id been shadowing the America 
for days would undoubtedly inform 
Moscow at once. 

Kosygin Calling. The President 
plodded through his day, keeping 
as many of his regular appointments 
as possible in order to maintain se­
crecy. As the hours dragged, tension 
built. What would the Russian re­
action be? Would they send bomb­
ers to the Sinai? Would their Med­
i tc rranea n rockctships bombard 
Israel's coastal cities? Preparing for 
such a contingency, the Israeli de­
fense ministry preempted hospitals 
in 1cl Aviv, and consecrated land in 

. public parks to accommodate some 
20,000 graves. 

1oward evening, in \Vashington, 
the hot line signaled th~ second mes­
sage of the day from Kosygin. At 
6 :20 p.m. the President hurried once 
more to the Situation Room. 

Kosygin, by now having learned 
that he faced certain defeat in the 
U.N., repeated his demand that 
Johnson force the Israelis to halt and 
pull back. Otherwise the Soviets 
would have to make perilous tkci­
sions. The Kremlin was asscssi111,: 
steps with dire comequenccs.· lt \\':I\ 

clear, said a participant in the con• 
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forci~n minister, Al,h:t Elr.in, stat~ 
Israel 's ci~ before the U.N. Aha 
ten it suddenly occurred to him th2r 
he had had no dinner. luvcnous, he 

frontation, the Russiam were com­
ing as close as they could to s.1ying 
that they were prepared to risk nu­
clear war. 

As the President studied Kosy­
gin's ominous message, news c.1mc 
that the U.N. had adopted rhc ex­
pected cease-fire resolution asking 
the belligerents to hold their fire but 
making no demands on Israel to 
quit the Sinai . It wa~ a humiliating 
defeat for the Rtmians. Johnron 
went before TV cameras waiting in 
the White House theater. "The vole 
of the Security Council," he s.1id in 
an optimistic, 107-word Presidential 
statement to the nation, "opens a 
very hopeful path away from dan­
ger in the Middle East." 

None of the millions listening 
could suspect from his words that 
the United States and the Soviet 
Union were at that moment on a 
collision course that could lead to 
war. 

Back in the Situation Room at 
8 :30 p.111 ., the President found a clus­
ter of haggard men . His advisers, in 
and out of the room during the long 
14 hours since morning, were all 
hone-weary. But now Johnson bent 
to the task of framing a second re­
ply to Kosygin. It yielded no more 
ground than did the first. 

It was now 9 p.m. in Washington, 
4 a.m. in Moscow. Kosygin and his 
colleagues, as weary a~ their Ameri­
c:111 counterparts, probably would 
wanr to sleep on their next move. 

The President rt'lurncd to his liv­
i_111,: (p1artcr~. ~lump{·tl heavily he­
lore a tdc\'i~ion ~cl lo watch hracl's 

"'ate a l cxaHtylc dinner of pot roast. 
black-eyed pc:u :>nd greens. At 1 :30 
a.m., he went to bed. 

Thu~ enckd a <by of which an 
aide later ~id: "I-fad WC wamcd on 
'l i.,c..way, there is no doubt the Ru.~ 
sians would h.,ve movcd- :1nd we 
could have been at war." 

On to Syria. Ju I he President 
dozed ocT, it was 7 :'Jf) a.m. Wcdncs­
day in Tel Aviv. The W2r ,ns roar­
ing into its third day. Among top 
Israeli policy-makers, a crucial de­
bate was raging whose outcome 
would set the U.S. on a new colli­
sion course with the U.S.S.R. Prime 
Minister Levi Eshkol had fonnffl 
a special four-man "advisory obi­
net": the new defense minister, Gen. 
Moshe Day:in; the ex-chief of staff, 
Prof. Yig:iel Yadin; labor minister 
and 1948 war hero, Yig3l Allon; 
an<l Abb:i Eban. As the third 
day's fighting revnled dut the war 
against Egypt was already won, 
these men turned their thoughts to 
Israel's m~ impbcablc Arab foe. 
Syria. 

For yors, from their Golan 
Height~ the Syrian.-. had rained 
:irtillery fire and terror on Jewish 
~cttlemcnts in the I lulch V.,llcy be­
low. It w:t~ Syria th.,t provided the 
sp;trk th;u set off the w·.u: the fabri­
cation, ~upportcd by the Rus.~i:ins, 
th;1t rhc hradi-. were m:ts..-:ing troops 
on ~yria's bonfcu. And now, as 
S)·ri;m tanh ;1tt;1ckcd hordc:r sctdc-
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111 c 111 ~. It.din I ).1111 ;1~ u rla 111 nrcd 
l;>r hlnnd : "This i~ :i ;1111p;1ig 11 
of :innihibtion. , trike :It th e 11 es ts 
of :iggre .. io n I ru h the Z ionist 
g:rng-1" 

II but one of E. hkol's ad vi ers 
. upported a fi1 ll -dress assa ult on 

ria. l3 ut the di ssen ting voi ce was 
a for m idable one- th :1 t of eneral 
D aya,r . Syria was th e oviet Union's 
most cherished protcgc, he :irgued. 
lsr:1 cl h:1d :i lread y achieved its war 
aims : the defea t of Nasser, destruc­
tion of the Egy ptia n ar m y and the 
reopening of th e Tiran Straits. Why 
bai t the Russian I3e:1r beyond en­
d ura nce ? D ayan convinced his col­
leagues. The decisio n on Syria was 
put as ide. 

Yet :is the war en tered its fourth 
day, the p ress ure to do something 
about the shell ing from the Syrian 
H eights-:rnd about the Syrians ­
beca m e ove rwhelm ing. Ily Thurs­
day, D aya n had bowed to th:1t pres­
su re. The Syrian H eights would be 
attacked as soon as troops arrived 
from the Sinai and Jordani an fronts. 
T hus the stage was set for the sec­
ond hot-line cli fT-han ger of the 
week, with nuclear war again at 
stake. 

Up the Impossible Grade. Let's 
follow the Israe li assault on the Syri­
an H eig hts as it builds into a global 
crisis. At 11 :30 a.m . Friday (5 :_~o 
a.m . Washington time), hracli tanks 
and infantry crm sed the border into 
Syria . The 27-hour concp1est that 
fo llowed was one of the most bizarre 
mili1:1ry operations in the annals of 
warfare. 

l.1111 ki11g d11 w11 fi-11 111 tlt r ir rc­
douli ts -:1 slicer 1500 feel :i hove ti n: 
:d ie - the Syri:t 11 s s:1w 35-to11 h1111 -

dn7.crs inching their w:iy up tltc 
st ee p slopes lo clean mammoth 
boulders from the path of closely 
fo llowing tanks. In some places the 
grade was so precipitous that tanks 
had to be winched up. The Is­
r:ielis h:id chosen to scale the heights 
along a route so difficult that the 
Syri ans had built relatively light 
defenses on the ridges above it. 

. Once the tanks reached and over­
ran tl.1ese positions, they could as­
sault the more heavily fortified areas 
from the rear. 

Speed was essential. At any mo­
ment the U.N. might intervene with 
a cc:ise-firc order. Or the Russians 
might intervene with missiles or 
MIGs. 

By 9 p.m. (3 p.m. Washington 
time), the Israelis had done it. 
They had scrambled up the Golan 
Heights, and punched a hole 
through one sector of the 40-mile­
long line of bunkers and trenches. 
But time was running short. The 
U.N. Security Council had been 
meeting for more than two hours, 
and a cease-fire was coming. In a 
change of plan, the Israeli forces 
fanned out north and south behind 
the Syrian positiom. 

In the White House, State De­
p:irtment and Pentagon, concern 
mounted steadily. What would the 
Rmsi:im do? Assurances came from 
1hc IHacli cmh:1ssy that Israel clid 
not intcnd to t.1ke 0 ;1111:iscu~. Hut 

·1he silllation was growin~ cri1ic.1l. 
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At the U.N., the Syri:m i h:ul 
chargrd , fal -.cly, that the hrad is 
were bombing Damascus in prepa- , 
ration for sei7,ing it -as ea rl ier in 
the week Nasser had charged that 
U.S. p lanes were bombing C.,iro. 
Thei r purpose: to d raw the Rus­
siam into the wa r. 

"W:u Paint On." T hroughout 
earl y Saturday, as the Security 
Council met in predawn emergency 
session, the Syrians kept up thci r 
accusations. Then, at 8 a.m., a signal 
Oashed in the Pentagon: a new 
Kremlin message was on its way 
over the hot li ne. In this mcss.,ge 
Kosygin demanded that the United 
States halt the Israel is forthwith. 
His tone was even tougher than it 
h:id been on Tuesday. I t was imme­
diately clear th at this crisis was 
much more serious than the earlier 
one. 

Discussion boiled in the Situation 
Room. The Russians, havin~ stood 
by as the Israelis crushed N asser's 
armies, could not remain id le while 
the Israelis toppled the D amascus 
regime. They were in an cmbarr:iss­
ing spot with the Arabs and m ight 
take desperate me:isures to get oil it. 
Those in the Situation Room who 
had gone through the Cuban missile 
crisis knew that the present confron­
tation held more danger. Kennedy 
had dealt only with Khrushchev : 
wh:it Fidel Castro did or said was 
irrelevant. But in the Six-Day War, 
Johmon and Kosy~in were not the 
m:istcr~ of event~. The lsr.tclis h:id 
:murrcl Wa~hin~ton th:i t they would 
1H1t :111:ick Dam:i,cm. Hut they h:id 

not :accq,ccd :, ce1~-firc. cithn, :uul 
even now their forcN were plunJ:­
ing c:Htw:ard into Syri2. 

Over the lvJt lin<, the Prnidcn, 
pointed out th:at the United Sutc~ 
could no more control the lsr:acli< 
than Kosygin could control dv 
E~ypti:ms or Syri2ns. He :abo noted 
tha t if the R ussQns h:ad coopcntccf 
with the U .S. in mid--M;iy, there 
would have bttn no w:ar in June. 

Two mmc mcss:Jgcs whi ppcd in 
from K~ygi~ cxh tougher th:in 
it~ predccCS30r. Some in the Situa­
t ion Room ~n to far th:at the 
Soviets m ight intCTffllC not only to 
halt the Is~di.s in S~ but to 
recoup all the Anbs.' sh:attcttd for­
tunes in the war. 

.At this point the President nude 
a fateful decision: on his orders., 
three task groups of the Sixth F leet 
in the Mcditernncm headed to­
ward the Syrian coo.u, 6oo miles 
away. T\vo consisted of the c:uricrs 
Saratoga :md A nic. "th thcir 
destroyer escorts. :tnd 100 fighter­
bombers och. The other W2S :an 
amphibious rc:ldy force c:mying a 
b:ittalion of Marina. "'They h:id 
war ~int on thcir chttks. p:acks on 
their b:icks and wac tt:ady to go, .. 
a N a y m:in s:iid. 

The Bdl Rings. As the Praidmt 
scrvro this notice on the R us.~i:ins to 
keep h:inds olf, he :abo took steps to 
end the fightin~ in Syri:1. Under Scc­
rct:1 ry of St:llc Nichobs dcB. K:itz­
enh.ich. :tetin~ on the Proidc:nt's 
orders.. allw h~<'r s Amb.,~udor 
A vr:ih.,m I larm~m to the St:itc Dc­
P3rtm~nt. where he asked him "in 
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the strongest possible terms" to ac­
cept a cease-fire. He pointed to the 
grave possibility that the Soviets 
might intervene to dislodge Israel 
from all Arab territory. 

and Syria, wrnt into effect. In the 
Situation Room, the President and 
his advisers knew that the worst 
was over. No fourth hot-line mes­
sage from Kosygin was expected; 
none came. In fact, the end was near. The 

Israeli tanks and troops had reached 
their goal : the town of Quneitra, 40 
miles short of Damascus. D ayan at 
that very moment was working out 
a cease-fire with the Syrians through 
Lt. Gen. Odd Bull, chief of staff of 
the U.N. Truce Supervision Organi­
zation forces in Jerusalem. 

So, as the United States and the 
Soviet Union stood toe-to-toe, trad­
ing "thought for thought" over the 
hot line, both were saved by the bell. 
At 12:30 p.m., Saturday, June rn, a 
U.N. cease-fire, accepted by Israel 

The Arab-Israeli conflict was a 
crucial battle in the cold war. It was 
hard proof that communist expan­
sion aims are being pushed as vigor­
ously today as they were under 
Khrushchev and Stalin. More de­
pended on this war than the fate 
of one small nation; it also held the 
fate of a strategic area stretching 
from the Atlantic on the west to the 
Persian Gulf on the ea.st-and north 
into Europe itself. Thus, for a brief 
moment the fate of the world hung 
on a thin hot line. 

~ ··H·+--<··>-s··H··H• 

Back Talk , 
A NEWLY married friend of mine had a guest room that was rarely 

used, and the only time she bothered to dust it was when O\'ernight visitors 
were expected. One day her husband went into the room looking for some­
thing, saw the dresser co\'ered with dust and, thinking to call it tactfully 
to Mary's attention, wrote in the dust, "I LOVE You." 

About a week later he had occasion to go into the room again. He found 
in the dust below his message the words: "I LOVE YOU roo." 

-Contributed by Sarah E. Luxton 

MY HUSBAND, who is highly organized and efficient in all that he does, 
put up a blackboard in the garage to make notes to himself of things to 
do-have the dog vaccinated, buy material for repair jobs, change the air­
conditioning filter, etc. I am neither organized nor efficient, and one 
evening when he returned home from work he reminded me of some of 
the things I had not done. Annoyed, I went straight to his blackboard and 
wrote: 1. Repair grill ; :2. Transplant gardenia plant; 3. Repair fence; 4. 
13uy sand for sandbox-and so on, until I had a list of 12 things for him 
todo. 

The next morning when I was getting into my car to go shopping, I 
glanced up at the chalkboard and found that my list had been erased. In 
its place was written in big letters: I. TAKE DOWN CHALKBO.\RD. . 

-Contributed bi· ~In. Bob G. Fwton 

"\Voman's n 
ated an ind· 
worth of gl. 

Beaut 
the B-

Condensed from ~ 

"IF sm wants tc. 
has to work z. 
ters of lovelir. 

magazines. And 
does, knowing 
through the rite.s . 
ions, sacrifices :in 
time and money. 
manage to impro\ 
bestowed. Facials. 
ups; massages, :­
cures; paraffin, ste 
mud baths; silicor 
lifts, injections-;; 
suious, funny, sa 
charming pursuit < 

As bu\'er Sheila 
in New \ ·ork savs. 
one of moonbca'm·~ 
S7 billion, the esti r: 
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NATIONAL SECURITY FILE 
Middle East Crisis, vol . 7 

Appendix G 
Box 19 TRANSLATION 

The White House 
To President Lyndon B . Johns on 

Dear Mr. Preside nt, 

Thursday, June 8, 1967 
Sight Translation - 10: 28 am. 
Received by President - 10:31 am. 
Rough Translation - 10: 34 am. 
Final Official Translation - 12: 3 S pr.: 

Two days have passed since the Security Council's 
Resolution c o n cerning the cessation of military actions i n the 
Near East . F a ct s show that Israel, after the Security Council ' s 
appeal, seized consi derable territory of the Arab States -- Unite d 
Arab Republi c and Jordan - - i gnoring the Security Council's 
Resolution. A s itu ation has developed which, in connection wit h 
these Israeli act ions, demands not simply a cease-fire, but also a 
withdrawal of Israeli troops behind the armistice line. Israel's 
actions have pl aced the Arab States i n such a situation that they 
cannot but c onduct a l awful defepsive war against the agres sor, 
who has challenged the Security Counc~l and all peace-loving states. 
Until complete w i thdrawal of Israeli troops from the territory of the 
Arab States , in t he situation that has developea, re-establishment 
of peace in t he Near East cannot be ensured. 

W e have instructed t he Soviet Representative in the UN 
to place this questi on before the Security Council for the adoption of 
an appropriate resolution. 

We would like to express that hope, Mr. President, that 
you personally and your government will take a position which will , 
respond to the interests of cessation of war in the Near East, and to 
the interests of pe ace in the Near East, as you have already stated. 

Respectfully, 

A. Kosygin 

COPY lBJ ~IBURY 
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BEJI:.!~ JlOM 
ITPE3~1lEHTY JII1H]l0HY' B. ,lllKOHCOHY. 

YBAJKAEMH!it rocrrom,'IH I1PE3M,llEHT. 

Thursday, June 8, 1967 

Transmitted by Soviet Molink - 12:20 pm 
Received by US Molink - 12:23 pm 

BAlllA TEJIEI'?AUMA OTHOCYITEJibHO llIHilllllEHTA C AMEPYIKAHCKYIM 
CY,llHOM TlfilA "JIMBEPTW' TOPI1EJlV1POBAHillL\1 BJUJI3 ITOPT-CAJILJlA, 
HAMYI ITOJIYqEHA M HEMEJlJIEHHO I1EPEJlAHA JlJIH CBE,lIEHWI. I1PE-
3 EHTY HACEPY . 

C YBilEHYIEM A. KOCHTI'IH. 

8 llIDH..q 1967 roll.A, 19 PlO MVIH. 

DEC ~5-~.c.-:~ 
B. c,. : ~ :! :~ -~ ~ . ·w- -~ J 
NiJJ~:: j;f_':i:" -

Jy , 1'51 , N.ii . .:ar: 4-S--7S-
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Box 19 Thursday, June 8, 1967 

Transmitted by Soviet Molink - 9:48 am 
Received by US Molink - 10: 15 am 
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BAl.l!M:IrTOH , BEJIH~ llOM 
DPE3!1,0,EHTY CllIA rocrro.znmy ,ll)i{OHCOHY 

POillJIO llBA llHff ITOCJIE PElliEHMff COBETA BE30ITACHOCTM O ITPE­
KPAUlEI-ufil BOEHHHX llE:t!CTBMt! HA BJIYDKHEM BOCTOKE. ~AKTH rro­
KA3HBAiOT , qTQ M3PAYIJ! b ITOCJIE ITPM3HBA COBETA BE30ITACHOCTH 
3AXBATI1.JI 3HAqMTEJibHYID TEPPMTOPHID APABCKMX roCYJL~PCTB -
0Eb2llMHEHHO~ APABCKO~ PECI1YBJIHKM VI L'IOPLCAffi'Il1, :VWHOPHPYH 
P:::ill:Sl-012 COBETA BE30ITACHOCTH. CJIOJKitlJIACb OBCTAHOBKA, KOTO­
PAH TPEBYET B CBH3M C 3TY.IMM llE½CTBlliIMIII H3PAflJIH HE ITPOCTO 
Il?EKPAWESHH orHH:, HO H OTBOllA L'I3PAIDibCKI1X BO:t!CK 3A JII,IBTAID 
IB?==·.0I?1m. APABCKME rOCY,llAPCTBA ITOCTABJIEHH l{Et!CTBI1.HMM 
H3?AMJIH B TAKOE ITOJIOEEHVIE, qTQ OHM HE MOrYT BECTH 3AKOHHO:t! 
OBOPOH½TEJibHO:t! BOttfil ITPOTMB ArPECCOPA, KOTOpt-J!i! BPOCVLJI BH-
30d C03ETY BE30ITACHPCT~ VI BCEM MMPOJIIOBHB1:1M rocY,UAPCTBAM. 
llO IT0TH0I'0 BHBO,O,A L'I3PA.VI.JibCKIDC BO~CK C TEPPHTOPiill APABCIO'IX 
I'OCYLLAPCTB HE MOlliET BbITb OBECIIEqEHO B CJIOliillB~CH OBCTAHOBKE 
BOCCTAEOBJIEl-filE MHPA BJII-DKHEM BOCTOKE'~ 

C03ETCKOl-,!Y DPEllCTABHTEJIIO B OOH HAMI1 llAHO YKA3AIDIB ITOCTABI1Tb 
3TOT 30D?OC S COBETE BE30ITACHOCTH ]l)IH ITPiffiffTV.IH IDA COOTBET­
CT3YruIU.cI'O ?EilIEHVI.H. 

J...::I XO TEJIM 5H BHPA3I1Tb HA.llElKllY, rocrroinra ITPE3M,llEHT, qTo BH 
JE0-:::0 ¼ 3A!llE DPABI1TEJibCTBO 3A.11:METE I103MIWII0, OTBE~IOIUYIO 
~TSPEC.A!.1 I1PEKPAWEHI1H BO~ HA BJIIDKHEM BOCTOKE, HHTEPECAM 
l-.1It1?A , KAK dH 3TO YJKE 3AfIBJIHJII1. 

C YBAJKEHIIBM 

A. KOCID"IJIH 
IIPEllCE,llATEJib COBETA MIJ!Ht'ICTPOB 
CCCP 
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

SUBJECT: The Hot Line Meetings and the Middle Ea.st in New York 

Participant:;: Mr . McGeo:-ge Bundy, President o! the Ford Founda.tio!l 
Mr. Nathaniel Davis 

Place: Office of Mr. Bundy, New York 

I called on Mr. McGeor ge Bundy today to get his recollections of the 

hot line meetings. Mr. Bundy refreshed his memory by leafing through 

the hot line texts and. A."Tl.bassador Thompson's and Director Helms' accou..~ts 

of these meetings. 

Mr. Bundy said he had one difference with the Helms and Thompson 

accounts. He didn't think the crisis of June 10 was as da.ng.erous as the other 

accounts indicated. There was no question that the Soviets were doing th~ir 

da~'1.edcst verbally to protect their friends in Damascus. The real diiie:-ence 

in judgement between him and the others was, perhaps, over Israeli intentio-;:i:;. 

Btmdy d.i6 't and doesn't thi!!k the Israelis intendad to press to Damascus. 

Bundy agreed that the June 10 mes saga {Page 30. June 10, 8:48 a. :r..) which 
, 

concluced by sayir.g Lliat Soviet actions "including ::military•: ~JOuld be takc.n 

if Isrc::.el did not cease military action represented a. more serious situaticn 

than there had been before. NeYertheless, Mr. Bundy hopes that the 

Pres i dent will not talk about th~ 1967 Middle East crisis in terms of its bei:lg 

the most serious crisis of the past two decade_s. Mr. Bundy said he thought 
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the President should perhaps err on the side o! a. very careful statement 

about what was going on. 

Mr. Bwidy read through Kosygin's June 10 message again (Page 30, 

June 10, 8: 48 a. m. ). He agreed that it was a. pretty rough mes sage. He 

said he supposed his real difference with others in the hot line meetings 

was that he ".v.l.S convinced the Israelis would stop. 

Mr. Bundy said there was considerable discussion about what, in 

!act, the Soviets would be able to do to the Israelis if they did try to carry 

out their threat. The Ru;;sians' possibilities were not really that impressive. 

At no time was a conflagration iinmediately in prospect. In any event, by 

June 10 it really was about ti.me the Israelis stopped. 

Mr. Bundy reflected about the whole sequence of h•:)t lin.e meetings. 

He had come down to Washington on Monday, June 5, as :i. new comer and 

freshman to the crisis. He went to Walt Rostow's office a.nd the Situ~tior.. 

Room to get briefed and .folL"'ld a hot line exchange cooking. 

There was a meeting in the Cabinet Room at 11:30. Mr. Bundy's 

recollection of that meeting was that it was mainly concerned with the awful 

shape we would be in if the Israelis were losing. We dicL-i't really know 

anything about the situation on the ground. When. in the co1.:: ~~ of that day, , 

it became apparent that the Israeli Air Force had won, the entire atmosphere 

of the problem changed. 

It was in a way reassuring when it became cfoar that the fighting wae 

the Israelis' idea and that t.'1.e idea. was working. That was a lot better than 
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i! it had been the other way around. 

There was 'a great deal of talk during the !irst day or so about 

the State Deparhnent's spokesman's statement that the U.S. was ' 'neutrc:.l 

in thought, word and deed. ' ' 

The h!Jt line meetings themselves involved a vc~y complicated 

process of tone and timing. It was pretty frenetic with drafts. redrafts 

and more redrafts. The President watched the drafts with great care. 

Bundy was impressed that Secretary Rusk did a great deal of the drafting 

which was particularly true of the earlier messages. 

There were no real debates in the hot line meetings in the sense of 

choosing up sides with one group in favor of this language and another gr O'l:.!) 

in favor o: that. 

Mr. Bundy said he believes the hot line meetings were conducted well . 

in the sense of being an effective exercise o! judgement and process of 

decision in a time o! crisis. 

Mr. Bundy had no recollection o! the White House end of any discus .d~ -

or consultations with Ambassador Goldberg in New York. 

~ 5£ .... xtE I' 
NDavis : gg 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAIRINOTOJf 

MEMOR NDUM OF CONVERSATION 

SUBJECT: Th Hot Line Exchanges 

Novembe~ 4, 1968 

DRCV_,SITIBD 
,., 0 ,-,::.iu:. .... ... ; 
.c,. ' . :...u..;JJV, -~- ., .. ~ 

Nlj 9¥-38'-?, 
By f:!6' • ~ Dat.: y. -S j-5 

Participants : Ambassador Llewellyn E. Thompson 
Mr. Nathaniel Davis 

I called on Ambassador Thompson today at Bethesda Naval Hospital to get 
his recollections of the hot line exchanges b etween President Johnson and 
Premier Kosygin. Ambassador Thomps on refreshed his memory by leafing 
through the hot line texts , an d made the follow ing c omments: 

At the start, the Russians made quite a point that the Pr esident be physica lly 
present at our end of the hot line before they would start the exchange . They 
asked more than once when he would be there. (Notice that the first sentence 
of the Russian text of Ko sygin 1 s fi rst message observes that K osygin would 
like to know if President J ohnson was at the machine.) 

President Johnson's fir st message to Kosygin (Page 6, June 5, 8:47 a . m. ) 
was actually addressed t o " Comrade Kosygin. 11 Apparently what ha d happen e d 
was that the American hot line telegraph operators asked the Moscow operators 
what w as the proper way to address Kosygin. They got back the answer " Comrac: 
Kosygin . 11 So the messa ge went . Ambassador Thompson talked w ith Dobr ynin, 
about this afterward, and Dobrynin -- who had been at the Moscow end of the 
line - - said he had b e en quite startled. The Russians wondered if the President 
was making a joke, or making fun of them in some way. However, Dobrynin 
said he guessed how i t had happened. 

Ambassado r Thompson sa i d the first substantive question he remembered was 
that of cease-fire, o r cease-fire and withdrawal. On Tuesday morning (Page 10, 
June 6 , 10: 02 a. m. ) the P r esident suggested that the Soviets support the 
resolution Ambassador Goldberg gave to Federenko the night before, calling 
for cease- fire and a prompt w ithdrawal behind the armistice lines. Kosygin 
did net reply for more than e i ght hours. In the meantime, Federenko ,had agree d 
to a simple cease-fire in New York. In Ambassador Thompson's words, he had 
agreed " to a resolution Kosy gin n ow wanted to get away from." 

There was some discussion in th e Situation Room, according to Ambassador 
Thompson , whether we should take a dvanta ge of what Federenko had done -- that 
i s the simple ceas e-fire -- or whether w e should stick to the messa ge sent in 
'·1-ie morning (cease- fire and withdraw a l). Everybody agreed we should take 
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advantag of what had happ n d in N w York. There were some calls to , 
Goldb r g. Th p opl in th S ' tuation Room were elated -- and surprised 
F d r nko h d don what h had. Th re was some speculation around the 
room th t F d r nko would g t into trouble. The fact of the matter was that 
w would prob bly hav b en prepared to accept the earlier formulation that 
includ d withdrawal. The Russians suffered from a communications problem. 

What th President did in his message of Tuesday evening (Page 14, June 6, 
7:45 p. m.) was to point out to Kosygin that Goldberg and Federenko had agreed 
to a very short cease-fire resolution, and suggest that both the Soviets and we 
assist the Security Council's further efforts to restore peace. What we wanted 
to do in this message, according to Ambassador Thompson, was simply to nail 
down the cease-fire . 

In his message of June 8 (Page 20, June 8, 9:48 a. m.) Ko sygin again called 
for withdrawal. 

In his reply (Page 22, June 8, 11:00 a.m. ), President Johnson informed Kosyg i..r1 
of the torpedoing of the Liberty and the dispatch of our aircraft to the scene. 
Ambassador Thompson comments that this was a very successful use of the 
hot line. We were using it in the right way, to prevent a danger of war aris ing 
out of misunderstanding. Ambassador Thompson says it made a big impression 
on the Russians . 

The next crisis came with Kosygin's message of Saturday morning (Page 30, 
June 10, 8:48 a. m. ). This message asserted the Russians were ready to act 
independently if I sraeli military actions against Syria were not stopped in the 
"next few hours . " It went on to say that such independent actions "may bring 
us into a clash, whi ch will lead to a grave catastrophe." The message conclude d 
by saying that Soviet actions "including military" would be taken if Israel did 
not cease military action. 

Ambassador Thomps on said he personally checked the Russian text to make 
sure " including military" was actually there. He was impressed how much 
greater Soviet sensitivity was to the plight of the Syrians than to that of the 
Egyptians. At the time, the Syrians were the apple of the Russians' eye (although 
this changed later) . Ambassador Thompson voiced a concern in the Situation 
Room meeting whether the Russians might suspect that our intention was really 
to knock off the Syrian government. 

The main focus of the discussion in the Situation Room was over what was actually 
happening in Syria. Richard Helms was brought into the meeting to see if he 
could check the situation on the spot, and verify whether the Israelis were 
sma s hing ahead as the Russians said (see pages 34 and 38). The feeling of those 

in the Situation Room was that the Israelis were probably doing so. Mr. Helms 
tried in a number of ways to reach friendly powers with diplomatic missions still 
open in Damascus, etc. 
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There was som discussion wh th r th Sovi t m ssage actua lly m e ant that 
the Russians want d to mov in o th r a with fore . There wa s s ome back 
and forth bout th t nor of th Sovi t m ssag , and the dang r that t h e 
Russians might b t sting us out. If our r plies w er too polit e , we m ight 
look s if w w r backing down und r thr eat. N v rth 1 s , the President 

hil h could hav gone b ack to t h e Russians making thr eats of his own - - chose 
o s nd th calm nd reason e d m es sage he did (Page 32, June 10, 9:3 0 a . m. ). 

K s gin came back with a m essa g e saying the Israelis were " conducting an 
offensi e towards Damascu s , "and that action cannot be po stponed. " 

There was some dis cussion whethe r the Soviets had actually weighed in with 
the S rians to get their a gr e ements to a cease - fire or not. A request for 
confirmation that t h e y had wa s drafted into President Johnson ' s message of 
reply. Fortunately, the televised proceedings at the Security Council in New 
York soon show e d that Israel had informed General Bull that it would accept 
any cease-fire arrangements General Bull's representative suggested and that 
Israel regarded the cease-fire as in effect. McGeorge Bundy drafted a paragrapr: 
for the President incorporat ing this information, and tension soon eased -- as 
it became clear that military action on the Syrian front was be ing concluded. 

As a post mo rtem, according to Ambassador Thompson, there was some 
discussion a mong senior U.S. officials whether we might not have been well 
advised to l et the Israelis move on to Damascus. It was clear the Israelis 
could have done so. Ambassador Thompson says this was strictly post mortem, 
however, and this pos si bility was not discussed at the Situation Room meeting. 

Ambassador Thompson concludes that this crisis shows how important it was 
for the President to keep his cool. He adds, like Richard Helms (see Harold 
Saunders; m emorandum of October 22) that June 10 was a time of great concern 
and utmost gr avity. 

, 
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